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to the Emperor, who greeted him, and said: "You were invited by the other courts (the Kin and the Sivny; see note 79), but you refused. Now you have come to see me, having traversed a road of ten thousand li* I am much gratified." The master answered: "The wild man of the mountains (see note 99) came to see the emperor by order of your majesty; it was the will of Heaven." Chinghiz invited him to sit down, and ordered a meal to be set before him. After this he asked: " Sainted man, jou have come from a great distance. Have you a medicine of immortality ?" The master replied " There are means for preserving life, but no medicines for immortality," Chinghiz lauded him for his sincerity and candour. By imperial order two tents were pitched for the master east of the emperor's tents. The emperor gave him the title of sken sien (the immortal).
At the beginning of the hot season the master went with the emperor to the snowy mountains, to pass the summer there.217
The I4th of the fourth month (May 25), 1222, was fixed for explaining the doctrine of the Tao (true doctrine) to the emperor; but just as the time arrived, news was
217 According to Rashid-eddin, Chinghiz spent the summor of 1222 in the plain of JBfi'uan or Peruan, where in the spring of 1221 a battle had heen fought between the Mongols and the Sultan Djelal-eddin (d'Ohtroon, i. 300, 301, 317). The Yuan shi (annals) states . " The wnpeioi, in ox dor to avoid the great heat of the summer, moved to the river (valloy) of JJaJn-wan " Parwan is still the name of one of the elevated defiles in the Hmdukush, between Kabul and the Anderab valley. Theic in also a river and a little town of that name, visited by Father Goes in 1603 on his way from Kabul to Badakhshan, &c. (Yule's " Cathay," 558, and map appended). Peruan is ahead/ mentioned by Ibn Khordadboh (ninth century) among the cities depending on Bamian (Spreader's " PoHtroutun des Onentes," 37) Sultan Baber m his "Memoirs" (i. 285) states that the pass of Parwan is very difficult, and that between this place and the great col there are seven minor defiles. Ho reports also (i. 280) that tho wind blowing during the summer m Kabul in known under tho natno of "wind of Parwan." The Turkish admiral, Sidi AH, on Ma way from Kabul to Badakhshan in 1556, passed by tho Parvan pass and then reached the city ofAndera (Anderab). See "Journal Aslntique/' ix, 203, Compare also about Pwwan, Wood's "Journey to the 0\us," 1838, nml note 671 below.